CHAPTER XIV
THE  CHANNEL  FLEET
HE year 1587 was one of the most
critical of the century both for Eng-
land and for Europe. The events of
that year made the Armada possible
and inevitable. Elizabeth definitely,
behind her transcendent diplomacy
(or duplicity), decided that Spain in
the Low Countries was destined to be
ever a bad friend and a worse neighbour* Mary Stuart
and the Catholic faction in England lost their heads at
the same moment at Fotheringay Castle. Drake, by
luck or judgment eluding both the Queen's eccentric
management of a navy and "the consent of the captains
assembled," made a lightning dash into the enemy's
naval base and did amazing execution among the gal-
liots and transports. The naval blockade was effectively
applied to all ships sailing from the Baltic to Spanish
ports. The Sultan of Turkey was persuaded into an
offensive alliance against Spain. Last, but fay no means
least, in the light of the following years, all fantastic
schemes for perpetuating the Tudor dynasty by a mar-
riage with a foreign prince faded from public and politi-
cal minds. Elizabeth had reigned alone for thirty years*
The Protestant James of Scotland was the son of Mary
Stuart, and the two nations, so different in tempera-
ment, so marvelously complementary in their charac-
teristics, were imperceptibly but no less definitely mov-
ing toward a union.